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By Roy Palmer

��   The Ballad Printers of Worcester   ��
�  a series of articles by Roy Palmer  �

Under this heading in 1990-91 I published a series of five articles in what was then the Somers Journal. 
These have now been revised and re-written in the light of further information, some of which is published in my book, 
The Folklore of Worcestershire (Logaston Press, 2005).
   • See FWJ Nº1-4  for  1: John Butler; 2: Samuel Gamidge; 
      3: James and John Grundy, George and Thomas Lewis, Thomas Hayes
      3: Richard Houghton

5: Henry Francis Sefton
In 1829 Henry Francis Sefton set up at 41 Broad Street as a stationer, bookseller and proprietor of a lending 

library. By 1834 he had also become a printer, and his premises were advertised as a ‘wholesale and retail 
warehouse, where may be had every variety of songs, song books, children’s books, and &c’. For a number of 
years Sefton acted as a selling agent for ballads printed in Birmingham at Upper Priory, Digbeth, by Edward Taylor 
(1833-35), Taylor & Co. (1835-39), and E. Taylor (1840-41), which may be why he issued few sheets with his own 
imprint. By 1844 he had moved to what he called the Britannia Office at 33 Broad Street, though for a time he must 
have worked from two sets of premises, as is seen from ‘Lucy Long / The Parting Glass’ (see image on right), two 
ballads on a single sheet, perhaps designed to be cut down the middle and sold separately. It is entirely possible that 
Broad Street was merely re-numbered and that Sefton remained in the same premises, which he re-designated as 
the Britannia Office. Even so, the change helps with assigning dates to some of his sheets.

In 1851 Sefton’s 
activities at 33 

Broad Street were 
listed as:
‘letter-press and 
copper-plate 
printer, bookbinder, 
bookseller, stationer, 
music seller and 
circulating library’.  

In February 1855 
he was responsible 
for commemorative 
leaflets: 
‘Printed on the 
Frozen River Severn 
… at Worcester, being 
the Second Time of a 
Press working on the 
Ice here. The First 
was on January 25th, 
1795, by Grundy, 
being 60 Years ago’ 
(see image on left). 

‘Printed on the 
Frozen River Severn’ 
image courtesy of  
Worcestershire Record 
Office.

The Joy Of The Plygain Service
THE PLYGAIN - a service with its emphasis on singing traditional carols, unaccompanied
 - many of them are very old. Uniquely, anyone can take part - as long as the conventions 
and customs are respected - and, apart from a short service, no words are spoken.

• The Joy Of The Plygain Service, by Hywel Parry Smith, p10
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warehouse, where may be had every variety of songs, song books, children’s books, and &c’. For a number of 
years Sefton acted as a selling agent for ballads printed in Birmingham at Upper Priory, Digbeth, by Edward Taylor 
(1833-35), Taylor & Co. (1835-39), and E. Taylor (1840-41), which may be why he issued few sheets with his own 
imprint. By 1844 he had moved to what he called the Britannia Office at 33 Broad Street, though for a time he must 
have worked from two sets of premises, as is seen from ‘Lucy Long / The Parting Glass’ (see image on right), two 
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The ship is all laden, by Keith Gregson;  additional tune by Johnny Handle (pp 12-13) 

The lady was pleased when she heard him so bold
And she gave him her glove that was broidered with gold
She told him she’d picked it up whilst walking along
As she was out hunting with her dog and her gun

Jane Teare & Catherine Ann Lawson: two singers from Jurby, Isle of Man, 
by Stephen Miller (8 tunes; pp 7-9) 

One of Wearside’s  The ship is all laden, and ready for sea
oldest known songs The foy-boat is cummin’, away let us be;
    Come hoist up your topsails –we’ll go without fail
    The wind’s west-nor-west and it blows a fresh gale

The skipper goes forward and there takes his stand,
Both growling and grumbling, and giving command,
Haul this rope, haul that rope, he doesn’t know which
And when he has time –gives his breeches a hitch

Rushes, by Roy & Lesley Adkins (pp 14-16)

             Trac Cymru: 
               Folk Development for Wales (p 2)

The Holy Well, by Charles Menteith (pp 4-5)
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My Love’s Gone

As I was a walk ing down by the sea shore
4
3

Where the wind and the waves and the bill ows did roar,

Where the wind and the waves and the wa ters run down

I heard a shrill voice make a sor row ful sound,

Cry ing, "Oh my love’s gone who I does a dore.

He’s gone and I nev er, no nev er, shall see my love more."

2. "Oh why should I mourn for my true love who’s slain
While his body lies under the watery main?
The shells of the oysters shall make my love’s bed,
And the shrimps of the sea shall swim over his head."
Crying, "Oh my love’s gone who I does adore.
He’s gone and I never, no never, shall see my love more."

3. As I was a-going to go on my way
I heard this fair damsel so pleasant and gay.
She’d thrown her fair body right into the deep
And closed up her eyes in the water to sleep.
Crying, "Oh my love’s gone who I does adore.
He’s gone and I never, no never, shall see my love more"

Source: William Shepherd, aged 93, Winchcombe, 5th April 1908, collected by Percy Grainger

© Gloucestershire Traditions

My Love’s Gone, William Shepherd; by Verorica Lowe (p 3)
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THE PLYGAIN - a service with its emphasis on singing traditional carols, unaccompanied
 - many of them are very old. Uniquely, anyone can take part - as long as the conventions 
and customs are respected - and, apart from a short service, no words are spoken.

• The Joy Of The Plygain Service, by Hywel Parry Smith, p10
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