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May Day sunrise  on  May Hill,  
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                NEW:
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                              We’ve added news from
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Folklife West Journal, Nº 5.  Page 12The Ballad Printers of Worcester.
5: Henry Francis Sefton.      

By Roy Palmer

��   The Ballad Printers of Worcester   ��
�  a series of articles by Roy Palmer  �

Under this heading in 1990-91 I published a series of five articles in what was then the Somers Journal. 
These have now been revised and re-written in the light of further information, some of which is published in my book, 
The Folklore of Worcestershire (Logaston Press, 2005).
   • See FWJ Nº1-4  for  1: John Butler; 2: Samuel Gamidge; 
      3: James and John Grundy, George and Thomas Lewis, Thomas Hayes
      3: Richard Houghton

5: Henry Francis Sefton
In 1829 Henry Francis Sefton set up at 41 Broad Street as a stationer, bookseller and proprietor of a lending 

library. By 1834 he had also become a printer, and his premises were advertised as a ‘wholesale and retail 
warehouse, where may be had every variety of songs, song books, children’s books, and &c’. For a number of 
years Sefton acted as a selling agent for ballads printed in Birmingham at Upper Priory, Digbeth, by Edward Taylor 
(1833-35), Taylor & Co. (1835-39), and E. Taylor (1840-41), which may be why he issued few sheets with his own 
imprint. By 1844 he had moved to what he called the Britannia Office at 33 Broad Street, though for a time he must 
have worked from two sets of premises, as is seen from ‘Lucy Long / The Parting Glass’ (see image on right), two 
ballads on a single sheet, perhaps designed to be cut down the middle and sold separately. It is entirely possible that 
Broad Street was merely re-numbered and that Sefton remained in the same premises, which he re-designated as 
the Britannia Office. Even so, the change helps with assigning dates to some of his sheets.

In 1851 Sefton’s 
activities at 33 

Broad Street were 
listed as:
‘letter-press and 
copper-plate 
printer, bookbinder, 
bookseller, stationer, 
music seller and 
circulating library’.  

In February 1855 
he was responsible 
for commemorative 
leaflets: 
‘Printed on the 
Frozen River Severn 
… at Worcester, being 
the Second Time of a 
Press working on the 
Ice here. The First 
was on January 25th, 
1795, by Grundy, 
being 60 Years ago’ 
(see image on left). 

‘Printed on the 
Frozen River Severn’ 
image courtesy of  
Worcestershire Record 
Office.
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Press Gangs on the Tyne (Part 2 of 2), 
including various songs, by Jim Mageean, pp6-7

Baring-Gould’s People.  5 – Thomas Cayzer, by Martin 
Graebe, pp 8-9. Including song & music A Cup of Poison

Of Folk and Fishing
(Part 2 of 2): The Authors,
by Keith Gregson, pp4-5

Carols from Ashton-under-Hill, by Charles Menteith: 
1. All Hail and Praise.   Trad, arr. Amy Robeson, p2
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let us sing, To Je sus Christ our heaven ly King.

let us sing, To Je sus Christ our heaven ly King.8

Tunes from the Isle Of Man: 
Two Manx Tunes from Catherine Ann Lawson
(1839–1917) of Jurby  by Stephen Miller, p3

“Crying the Neck”: 
A Cornish Harvest 
Tradition, by 
Lamorna Spry, 
pp10-11
Including 1st verse 
& music 
The Barley Mow

“This is a valuable description of the way such singing sessions were conducted in
the mid Nineteenth Century – standing, with actions, and with a wide voice range.” 

The Holly Bears a Beating ~ an elaborate hoax or did it really happen?  By Rosie Upton, p14
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FOLKLIFE NEWS:  societies & organisations, researchers, publications
• left:  ‘Maypole Dancing’ from Melvyn Robinson Exhibition, Cecil Sharp House, London.  ………………………… p17.
• Pedlars Pack.  Kennedy Grant Memorial Library (Halsway Manor). …………………  p7.              •  Trac Cymru. p13.   
• EFDSS & Vaughan Williams Memorial Library, including Folk Education Development Day ………………………… p16 
• Traditional Song Forum: Zoom talk; Broadside Day; Spring Conference.     Access Folk.    …………………………… p16.
• Folklore Society. ………  p17.         • Books: Coalfields of Song and Verse – North East Mining in the 20th Century; 
 Songs Of The  Shire – A Celebration of Herefordshire.    Ballad Partners, incl. book launch and talk, Maud Karpeles 
    and Newfoundland Folk Song .       Saydisc: Roots of the Blues.  …………………………………………………………………..… p18
• The Mick Tems Archive.   Folk Legacy Books.   Cornish National Music Archive.   In The Roud. ……………    p19.  
• Seasonal Local Celebrations, November to February, list & photos, mostly by Doc Rowe.  ………………………    p20.
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The Unquiet Grave, or Cold Blows the Wind, 
sung by (1) Mrs Smitherd; (2) Mrs Timms
by Veronica Lowe, pp12-13

            Morris dancers © Annie  Jones (Dave Jones, The Roots Of Welsh Border Morris).
Our logos: Minehead Hobby Horse © Chris Beaumont; concertina/book © John Crane

Mari 
- Christmas & New Year,
   by Mick Tems, p15

The Unquiet Grave

1.  Cold blows the wind ov er my true love, And cold blows the drops of rain, I
4
4

nev er nev er had but one true love, In the green woods he was slain.
4
6

4
4

2. I’d do as much for my sweet heart,
As any other girl ’ood for hers.
I’d sit and mourn all on his grave,
For a twelve month and a day.

3. When the twelve month and a day was o’er
The spirit began to speak.
’Who’s there, who’s there, all on my grave,
That will not let me sleep.’

4. ’’Tis I, ’tis I, your own sweetheart
Sat mournin’ here for you.
To have a kiss from my lily-white lips
As they formerly used to do.’

5. ’My lips is cold as clay, sweetheart
My breath is very strong.
If you were to kiss my lily-white lips
For your days ’ood not be long.’

6. ’Twas in the garden green, sweetheart
Where you and I did walk.
The finest flower that ever growed there
Is withered to a stalk.’

7. ’The stalk won’t bear no blossoms, sweetheart.
The lily won’t bear no thyme.
Since I have lost my own sweetheart
I must gain another in time.’

Source: Mrs Timms at Buckland.  Collected by Cecil Sharp 6 April 1909.
Notes: One verse only from Mrs Timms.  The remaining words from Arthur

Nightingale of Didbrook.
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