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 Singing together since 1981!

the Somers
traditional folk club, Worcester
live 1st, 3rd, 5th Fridays✪, 8.15pm

Bishop Allenby Hall, St Stephen’s Church, St Stephen’s St, off A449 Ombersley 
Rd, WR3 7HS  Parking: churchyard.  4 miles M5 J7 (directions see website).

“A place where traditional song is at home”

8.15pm until 10.45pm. 
Doors open 8pm.

(no animals) 
(no unaccompanied under-18s)

Please bring your own 
drinks & glasses 

~ alcohol allowed !
£3 members, £3.50 visitors 

	  optional 2026 membership £10

✪ 1st visit free to visitors!
Sep:	 • 04,	Folk Night, with Choruses to start 	 • 18, Folk Night 
Oct: 	 • Sat 3 Oct, Somers' Harvest Supper (pre-booked, members only) 
		     with Johnny Coppin & Paul Burgess (& fabulous food!)
Oct: 	 • 9 (2nd Fri.) Folk Night, Choruses to start	 • 16, Folk Night   
• 30, Folk Night Halloween Ghosts & Ghouls - a Dead Good Evening!
Nov:	 • 06,	Folk Night, with Choruses to start 	 • 20, Folk Night 
Dec:	 • 04,	Folk Night, with Choruses to start 	 • 18, Folk Night  

Come and join us on our live Fridays!
Chris: info@somers-folk-club.org.uk   •   Sam & Eleanor: 01684 561378 

www. somers-folk-club. org. uk
Visitors £3.50 … your 1st live visit is FREE !

✪ usually 1st/3rd/5th; may vary, please check website for changes
Other Fridays are on Zoom (for Somers members)
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Jeweller’s Arms

23 Hockley St, Birmingham B18 6BW

4 Sep 26 Clive Brooks & Tom Perry

18 Sep 26 Hilary Spencer

2 Oct 26 Matt Quinn & 
George Sansome

16 Oct 26 Damien Barber

6 Nov 26 Pete Coe

20 Nov 26 Tom McConville

all other Fridays are Singers and 
Musicians Nights

Contact Paul Ryan 0121 357 7326

Phil Cross 0121 357 4098

e-mail: contact@blackdiamondfolkclub.org.uk

http://blackdiamondfolkclub.org.uk

Since 1976

BRITAIN’S FOLK& ACOUSTIC SPECIALISTS

ALSO IN: BRIGHTON | CANTERBURY | EDINBURGH (SCAYLES) 
LEEDS | LONDON |  MANCHESTER | SOUTHAMPTON 

Online: www.hobgoblin.com | Call: 0333 800 9500

YOUR LOCAL MUSIC SHOP - BUY ONLINE OR VISIT US

We stock all kinds of acoustic & folk instruments 
from Britain and around the world. Visit or contact us

for friendly, free advice from expert staff.

BIRMINGHAM: 40 PRIORY QUEENSWAY, B4 7LA, 0121 212 9010 
BRISTOL: 36 PARK STREET, BS1 5JG, 0117 929 0902
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The Forest Folk Club
Orepool Inn, Chepstow Road,

Sling, Coleford GL16 8LH
Cash only on the door please, £8 for guest nights, 

£2 for Singers Nights. Doors open at 7.30 for 8pm start.
	 • Sun. 6th September	 Johnny Coppin

	 • Sun. 20th September	 Paul Walker and Karen Pfeiffer
	 • Sun. 4th October	 Singers Night
	 • Sun. 18th October	 A.D. Scruffs 
	 • Sun. 1st November	 Singers Night 
	 • Sun. 15th November	 The Carrivick Sisters
	 • Sun. 6th December 	 tbc
	 • Sun. 20th December	 Christmas Singers Night
	 Contact: Jan O’Neill         www.forestfolkclub.com
www.facebook.com/groups/236526483056148

NAILSEA FOLK CLUB
Nailsea, North Somerset

Tithe Barn,  
occasionally Ring of Bells

or Holy Trinity Church

• Sat 19 Sept. Martin Alvarado and 
	         Gerald Villar y Los Aguirre. 
• Thu 22 Oct. Breabach, Holy Trinity 8.00

• Sat 31 Oct. Kasai Masai 	 • Fri 13 Nov. Aaron Catlow and Kit Hawes. 
• Sat 28 The Pagoda Project	 • Sat 5 Dec. Barn Dance. Barnstormers 

  • Sat 19 Dec. Christmas with The Wilderness Yet. 
Also, NAILSEA FOLK singers & musicians nights

Grove Sports Centre, 2nd Tues, 8pm
online tickets: www.ticketsource.co.uk/nailsea-folk-club

• nailseafolkclub@hotmail.co.uk  • Dave Francis 01275 540231 
www.nailseafolkclub.co.uk   for full details

   Totnes Folk Song Club 
      2nd Thursday of the Month – 8.00pm 
      The Dartmouth Inn 
          The Plains, Totnes 
    

8th January – Singers’ Night 
12th February – Guest Lee Collinson 

10th March – Singers’ Night 
9th April –  Guests The Askews 

For more information contact 
Anne & Steve Gill 01803 290427 

Or Andy Clarke 01803 732312 

September 10th. - Singers & Musicians Night
October 8th. - Singers & Musicians Night

November 12th. - Singers & Musicians Night
December 10th. - Singers & Musicians Night

No Club in August
Visit Totnes Folk Club on Facebook

Or for more information 
contact Anne & Steve Gill 01803 290427

or Andy Clarke 01803 732312

Totnes Folk Song Club
   2nd Thursday of the month, - 7.30pm
         (except August)
   Café 47, 47 Fore Street, TQ9 5NJ. 

PENNYMOOR 
SINGAROUND
MUSIC SESSION

12 noon, last Sun of month ~ Puddington Village Hall,
Puddington, Devon, EX16 8LW

~ Clare  01884 860023 or Jon 07840 524318

SONG/MUSIC SESSION
12-3pm, 1st Thurs of month ~ The London Inn, 
Morchard Bishop EX17 6NW ~ Jon 07840 524318

Facebook: Pennymoor Singaround
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SYTCHAMPTON DANCES
Village Hall, Cow Lane, Sytchampton DY13 9SY

Refreshments available

SATURDAY DANCES, 7:30 - 10:30pm
26th Sept. ~ Frances Richardson with Vicki Swan and Johny Dyer

12th Dec. ~ Geoff Cubitt with The Falconers

CLUB NIGHTS with live music, every WEDNESDAY,
8pm - 10pm, from September to July, admission £2

Other activities (contact the club for further details) include 
Sun. 28th Oct. ~ Tea Dance

Fri. 4th Dec. ~ Christmas Meal - Holt Fleet
Wed. 16th Dec. ~ Christmas Club Party Night

Contact John: 01384 897 179, or
goodevans.thenook@yahoo.co.uk

www.sytchamptondanceclub.org.uk

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 

Bromsgrove
Folk Club

      
Bringing the best in folk, roots and acoustic music 
from the UK and beyond to North Worcestershire

Meeting at 8.00pm on the second & last Thursday of each month 
at Catshill Social Club, Meadow Road, Catshill, B61 0JJ

10th September – 	Louise Rogan and Friends
24th September –	Elizabeth and Jameson

  8th October – 	 Silvington
29th October – 	 Fairfield Revisited

12th November –	 Love at the Five and Dime
26th November –	 Dave Gibb

10th December –	 Gabriel Moreno and 
		  the  Quivering Poets
17th December – 	Christmas Party Night

What fun we shall have!!
Contact Bob on 07828 716842 

or go to www.bromsgrovefolkclub.co.uk
Socials …… Facebook – Bromsgrove Folk Club

Instagram @Bromsgrove_folk_club
TikTok - Bromsgrove.folk

	Cheltenham Folk Club
	 Stanton Suite, Church St, Charlton Kings, Cheltenham
 	GL53 8AR (accessible, no steps, shallow ramp to front door)
	 Parking in Church Piece car park or nearby streets.
	 Most 2nd & 4th Sundays, 8pm 

				    some guest nights, some open nights 
				    BYO drinks (shop opposite for drinks & snacks).
  

 	 • Sep 13 Mick Holditch 	 • Sept 27 Blackthorn Buskers
 	 • Oct 11 Richard Whitehouse 	• Nov 8 Si Barron 	
	 • Nov 22 Cobblers’ Child 	 • Dec 13 Open night 	
	 • Jan 10 Rebecca Kay 	 • Jan 24 Andy Turner & Mat Green
	 • Feb 8 Lyndon, John & Judith	• March 14 Stray Threads

For dates & guests, please join our email list, for up-to-date info.: 
machteltje@gmail.com, or check Glos Folk Facebook page 
Always check before travelling if you're not on the email list.
Ring Chris on 01242 - 571185, or Judith on 01242 - 577506
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FREE ENTRIES for our ONLINE DIRECTORY
Webpages: links on www.folklife.uk/directory 
A website - so no social-media-sign-up required to read our pages!
  Simply name/contact/web/media + brief description up to 40 words.
  Additionally for venues (sessions, clubs, concerts) day/time/address.

Venues: Cymru•Wales
Venues: England West Country
Venues: England West Midlands
Venues: England East & South
Venues: England North
Venues: Scotland & Ireland
Venues: International

Venues: Zoom

Performers: Cymru•Wales
Performers: England West Country
​Performers: England West Midlands
Performers: England East & South
Performers: England North
Performers: Scotland & Ireland
Performers: International

Media               Services
	 To be listed, join our Updates email list  (incl. Directory Updates), 
see our Opt-In webpage, www.folklife.uk/opt-in   
	 Then see our Get Listed webpage, www.folklife.uk/get-listed ~ we 
can draft entries for you, or you can send in details, following our layout.
	 We list only those who have agreed - so that you know that entries 
will be accurate, and that the venue/performer shares our enthusiasm!

	 For more details, see website, or contact editor, sam@folklife.uk

	 IN THIS ISSUE of  FW

	                NEW:
	 Shropshire correspondent, 

	 Matt Woolley
	

	 and 

                              We’ve added news from
                              lots of new contributors!    
CYMRU/WALES pages 
Powys 	 • FIDDLEBOP 

ENGLAND ~ WEST COUNTRY pages 
Kernow/Cornwall • LAUNCESTON FOLK CLUB
Cornwall & Devon 	• WRECKERS RADIO listings
Somerset 	 • EMBOROUGH SINGAROUND 
Wiltshire 	 • SALISBURY FOLK CLUB

WEST MIDLANDS pages
Birmingham	 • RED LION FOLK CLUB
Worcs 	 • VITAL SPARK
	 • DUBLIN JACKS  • THE POACHERS

SOUTH-EAST & GREATER LONDON pages 
Oxfordshire 	 • FRIDAY FOLK, Kidlington
London 	 • SIWAN CATRIN
London 	 • FOLK LONDON’s CD SHOP

NORTH OF ENGLAND pages
Yorkshire	 • THE TOPIC FOLK CLUB

INTERNATIONAL pages
Ireland	 • THE SESSION Irish trad. music site

Folklife West Journal, Nº 5.  Page 12The Ballad Printers of Worcester.
5: Henry Francis Sefton.      

By Roy Palmer

��   The Ballad Printers of Worcester   ��
�  a series of articles by Roy Palmer  �

Under this heading in 1990-91 I published a series of five articles in what was then the Somers Journal. 
These have now been revised and re-written in the light of further information, some of which is published in my book, 
The Folklore of Worcestershire (Logaston Press, 2005).
   • See FWJ Nº1-4  for  1: John Butler; 2: Samuel Gamidge; 
      3: James and John Grundy, George and Thomas Lewis, Thomas Hayes
      3: Richard Houghton

5: Henry Francis Sefton
In 1829 Henry Francis Sefton set up at 41 Broad Street as a stationer, bookseller and proprietor of a lending 

library. By 1834 he had also become a printer, and his premises were advertised as a ‘wholesale and retail 
warehouse, where may be had every variety of songs, song books, children’s books, and &c’. For a number of 
years Sefton acted as a selling agent for ballads printed in Birmingham at Upper Priory, Digbeth, by Edward Taylor 
(1833-35), Taylor & Co. (1835-39), and E. Taylor (1840-41), which may be why he issued few sheets with his own 
imprint. By 1844 he had moved to what he called the Britannia Office at 33 Broad Street, though for a time he must 
have worked from two sets of premises, as is seen from ‘Lucy Long / The Parting Glass’ (see image on right), two 
ballads on a single sheet, perhaps designed to be cut down the middle and sold separately. It is entirely possible that 
Broad Street was merely re-numbered and that Sefton remained in the same premises, which he re-designated as 
the Britannia Office. Even so, the change helps with assigning dates to some of his sheets.

In 1851 Sefton’s 
activities at 33 

Broad Street were 
listed as:
‘letter-press and 
copper-plate 
printer, bookbinder, 
bookseller, stationer, 
music seller and 
circulating library’.  

In February 1855 
he was responsible 
for commemorative 
leaflets: 
‘Printed on the 
Frozen River Severn 
… at Worcester, being 
the Second Time of a 
Press working on the 
Ice here. The First 
was on January 25th, 
1795, by Grundy, 
being 60 Years ago’ 
(see image on left). 

‘Printed on the 
Frozen River Severn’ 
image courtesy of  
Worcestershire Record 
Office.
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PRESS GANGS ON THE TYNE (Part 1 of 2),  including various songs,by Jim Mageean, p18-19

TUNES FROM THE ISLE OF MAN: Three Tunes recorded from Thomas Kermode  by Dr John Clague,  by Stephen Miller, p21

BARING-GOULD’S PEOPLE 4 – THE UGLOW SISTERS,  includes song The Squire of Tamworth, by Martin Graebe, p5-7

OF FOLK AND FISHING (Part 1 of 2): The Tunes,  by Keith Gregson, p14-15 

THE WITHY TREE CAROL, a version from Evesham,  by Charles Menteith, p8

THE SUICIDE ARMS,  
by Charles Menteith, p9

  I heard them saying yester-morning Ta-la-ring-ting-ring-ta-la-ring-to  A ship of lead the sea was sailing Ta-la-ring-ting-ring-ta-la-ring-to

CAMBORNE’S TREVITHICK DAY, includes song Camborne Hill, by Lamorna Spry, pp12-13.  

Now it's Oh, Dear, What can the mat ter be? Trou bles are bre wing a way down in Bat ter sea

8
6

THERE WERE THREE RAVENS; a song of sublime love,  
by Ian Pittaway, p2-4

NO BREAD AND NO ROSES,        by Rosie Upton, p16-17

ISSN  2753-569X
Subscriptions:
see folklife.uk

FolkliFe traditions Journal  £ 2
 Articles: songs, tunes, etc  ~  folklife studies, cultural traditions

 Nº 80, July 2026.  Published Mar, Jul, Nov.        
 We also publish Folklife West, folk-news magazine, Jan, May, Sept.                 www.folklife.uk/journal

Under this heading in 1990-91 I published a series of five articles in what was then the 

FOLKLIFE NEWS:  SOCIETIES & ORGANISATIONS, RESEARCHERS, PUBLICATIONS• Pedlars Pack, p6.  • Saydisc, p7.   • Access Folk, p9.  • Folklore Society, ‘The Archivist’ (Doc Rowe) film, The Ballad Partners, p17. 
• The Mick Tems Archive, p20.  •  Folk Legacy Books [Annie Jones], Cornish National Music Archive, p21.• EFDSS & Vaughan Williams Memorial Library; Renaming EFDSS; Trac Cymru; In The Roud podcasts; Traditional Song Forum, p22. 
• Seasonal Local Celebrations, July to October, list & photos, mostly by Doc Rowe, p24                      ••  THIS JOURNAL: by post; contribute; advertise;   opt in for free Updates emails;   see page 23, and folklife.uk

THE SEEDS OF LOVE, Two versions in GlosTrad, Henry Thomas & William ‘Daddy’ Shepherdby Veronica Lowe, p10-11

            Morris dancers © Annie  Jones (Dave Jones, The Roots Of Welsh Border Morris).Our logos: Minehead Hobby Horse © Chris Beaumont; concertina/book © John Crane

THE SEVEN WONDERS (Y Saith Rhyfeddod), sung by Gwyn Jones, by Mick Tems, p20

Now I’ll lock the gar den gate, And it’s all for to keep the key,

4
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free:  
Updates emails
receive 
folklife.uk’s Updates, 
for folk news, research, 
& directory updates.

Simply email
sam@folklife.uk
with your name 

(& folk group if any),
and UK county
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We provide many online resouces, at www.folklife.
uk: a copy of Folklife West, a copy of our Folklife 
Traditions Journal (researched articles), & an archive 
of all previous Journals to download as free PDFs; a free 
entry online Directory (venues, zooms, performers, 
media, services), an Updates page for the above, and a 
free Updates email.
    All free to read online — but not free to produce. 
Please support our work by subscribing - just £9 a year 
for PDF downloads of Folklife West, or £25 a year, UK only, 
for 3 Folklife Wests + 3 Journals posted to you. 
	 Subscribers can send in news up to 150 words 
(up to 150 words, not counting heading, contact details, 
web/media).
See www.folklife.uk/info,  or contact sam@folklife.uk 
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