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Folklife West Journal, Nº 5.  Page 12The Ballad Printers of Worcester.
5: Henry Francis Sefton.      

By Roy Palmer

��   The Ballad Printers of Worcester   ��
�  a series of articles by Roy Palmer  �

Under this heading in 1990-91 I published a series of five articles in what was then the Somers Journal. 
These have now been revised and re-written in the light of further information, some of which is published in my book, 
The Folklore of Worcestershire (Logaston Press, 2005).
   • See FWJ Nº1-4  for  1: John Butler; 2: Samuel Gamidge; 
      3: James and John Grundy, George and Thomas Lewis, Thomas Hayes
      3: Richard Houghton

5: Henry Francis Sefton
In 1829 Henry Francis Sefton set up at 41 Broad Street as a stationer, bookseller and proprietor of a lending 

library. By 1834 he had also become a printer, and his premises were advertised as a ‘wholesale and retail 
warehouse, where may be had every variety of songs, song books, children’s books, and &c’. For a number of 
years Sefton acted as a selling agent for ballads printed in Birmingham at Upper Priory, Digbeth, by Edward Taylor 
(1833-35), Taylor & Co. (1835-39), and E. Taylor (1840-41), which may be why he issued few sheets with his own 
imprint. By 1844 he had moved to what he called the Britannia Office at 33 Broad Street, though for a time he must 
have worked from two sets of premises, as is seen from ‘Lucy Long / The Parting Glass’ (see image on right), two 
ballads on a single sheet, perhaps designed to be cut down the middle and sold separately. It is entirely possible that 
Broad Street was merely re-numbered and that Sefton remained in the same premises, which he re-designated as 
the Britannia Office. Even so, the change helps with assigning dates to some of his sheets.

In 1851 Sefton’s 
activities at 33 

Broad Street were 
listed as:
‘letter-press and 
copper-plate 
printer, bookbinder, 
bookseller, stationer, 
music seller and 
circulating library’.  

In February 1855 
he was responsible 
for commemorative 
leaflets: 
‘Printed on the 
Frozen River Severn 
… at Worcester, being 
the Second Time of a 
Press working on the 
Ice here. The First 
was on January 25th, 
1795, by Grundy, 
being 60 Years ago’ 
(see image on left). 

‘Printed on the 
Frozen River Severn’ 
image courtesy of  
Worcestershire Record 
Office.
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We Shepherds are the Best of Men

We shep herds be the best of men that e’er trod Eng lish ground,
8
6

When we come to an ale house we val ue not a crown,

We spends our mo ney free ly and pays be fore we go,

With no ale in the vale where the cold win try winds do blow.

We spends our mo ney free ly and pays be fore we go,

With no ale in the vale where the cold win try winds do blow.

2. A man that is a shepherd doth need a valiant heart,
He must not be faint-hearted but boldly do his part,
He must not be faint-hearted be it rain or frost or snow,
With no ale in the vale where the cold wintry winds do blow.
(Repeat last two lines)

3. When I kept sheep on Tresham Hill it made me heart to ache
To see the ewes hang out their tongues and hear the lambs to bleat,
Then I set out with courage and o’er the hills did go
And penned them there in the fold while the cold wintry winds do blow.
(Repeat last two lines)

4. As soon as I had penned them there I turned me back in haste
Unto some jovial company some liquor for to taste,
For drink and jovial company they are me heart’s delight
While me sheep lie asleep all the forepart of the night.
(Repeat last two lines)

Source: Richard Chidlaw, collected by Gwilym Davies October 1980.
Notes: "sheep" pronounced "ship"; "asleep" pronounced "aslip"; "fold" pronounced "vold"
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 St Columb Silver Ball:  
 Courtesy of Phil Ellery

• The Tradition of Cornish Hurling, by Lamorna Spry,     
   including Silver Ball song & tune
• Hymey Hancock - anatomy of a song, by Keith Gregson 
• Hussars, by Charles Menteith
• We Shepherds are the Best of Men, 
  sung by Richard Chidlaw; by Veronica Lowe
• New songs for old, or how the tradition informs songs 
  today, by Rosie Upton, including song The  Desert Rat
• Baring-Gould’s People.  1 – James Parsons, 
  by Martin Graebe, incl. song & music The Forsaken Maiden
• Doc Rowe’s Seasonal Celebrations photos+list
❖ Folklife news: societies, organisations, researchers 

                           F o l k l i F e's

   D i r e c t o rY

The Folklife Members’ online Directory [no dates!]

for song, music, dance, story, poets

• venues • performers • services • workshop providers

• folklife studies & institutions • folklife societies •

• seasonal local celebrations •

For the Folklife volunteers: Sam & Eleanor Simmons, Editors. 01684 561378, sam@folklife.uk
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❖ Our free UPDATES emails  are now fortnightly
    and also on www.folklife.uk/updates
 Updates for our Directory; Members’ folk news; research
Opt-in simply by emailing sam@folklife.uk  with subject: ‘Opt-In’
All we need is name; band/organisation, if any; UK county/metro county (or for non-UK, state/region)

❖  Our Online DIRECTORY ~ entries FREE !
 www.folklife.uk/directory
 (new website; old site www.folklife-directory.uk will redirect) 
 a website, so no social-media-sign-up required to read our pages!

• Clubs • Concerts • Singarounds • Sessions (Song, Music, Poetry) • 
• Storytelling • Dance Clubs & Ceilidh Series • Performers • Services •
  Venues webpages:     Cymru•Wales;   England South-West;   England West Midlands; 
 England other regions;  Alba•Scotland & Ireland; International;  Zoom
  Performers  webpages:   Cymru•Wales;   England South-West;   England West Midlands;  
 England other regions;  Alba•Scotland & Ireland; International
  Services webpage (including shops, media)  Media local listings in appropriate Venues pages 

• Basic details • name/web/media • brief description up to 40 words • UK and world •
• More detailed for Venues - here’s an example from England other regions webpage:

 

Yorkshire and the Humber
 Thursday, weekly West Yorkshire   SHIPLEY   THE TOPIC FOLK CLUB   www.topic-folk-club.org.uk/
  →  Hullabaloo, 41 Westgate, Shipley, Bradford BD18 3QX. Doors open 7pm; start 7.30pm start; finish approx. 
  10pm
   ⇒   Publicity and Club Newsletter, Tony Charnock, email tocharn<at>gmail.com 
   www.facebook.com/groups/647289061950797/
 ⊕    Bradford-based weekly live music club. Roughly alternating Guest nights and Singers’ and Musicians’ night 
        - about 25 of each over the year. S/M sessions are held on the first and third Thursday of each month, and 
   through most of August.   [2025 Feb, new listing]

To get listed    ~  Opt-in to our free Updates email list, as above
~  then ask us to make up a draft - just email sam@folklife.uk  your website (not: social media),   
    we’ll draft something for you to approve / amend 
~  or send in, in our format, see www.folklife.uk/get-listed 

❖ Area volunteers Correspondents welcome 
350 to 600 words every 4 months.   
In return you get free membership, and 3 copies of each issue to sell or give away.
See folklife.uk “This Issue” pages, for examples online of correspondents’ different styles.
Contact sam@folklife.uk
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